Yellowtail kingfish aquaculture in sea-cages is an emerging industry in Australia. Monogenean, myxozoan and bacterial pathogens sometimes cause health issues that require diagnosis or monitoring.
Yellowtail kingfish Seriola lalandi aquaculture in Australia is in its infancy with just one commercial farm in South Australia at the present time. Currently there is also interest in sea cage aquaculture of this species in Western Australia and New South Wales. The natural range of this species is from Queensland right around the south of the mainland and as far as the mid-west of Western Australia.
The fish is able to spawn and grow in captivity, is very fast growing and is a firm white fleshed fish which is especially popular for sashimi.
There have been several mortality events during aquaculture of this species. The fish are generally quite robust when held in tanks on land but once they are exposed to the extra stressors associated with sea cage culture they are more likely to have periods of reduced growth and spikes of mortality. The cause of these events can be difficult to identify and are often suspected of being multifactorial in nature with various stress factors being identified and opportunistic pathogens in some but not all of the fish. Bacteria such as Vibrio harveyi, V. alginolyticus, Photobacterium damselae subspecies damselae or a P. damselae subspecies piscicida-like bacterium are sometimes isolated from the spleen and kidney of moribund fish. Other potential pathogens include myxozoans in the epicardium and in the lumen of kidney tubules in some fish. The Kudoa species in the heart is similar to K. pericardialis that occurs in Japan 
